
Since Viv prepared the earlier Relocation News article there have been two further developments which 

can be further reported on. 

MOTORIZED CARTS 

The Information Meeting for Members was held as promised and attended by approximately 40 

interested Members. I took those present through the quantitative and qualitative reasons behind the 

Board’s decision to move to pool carts and then fielded questions. Whilst several Members continue to 

express doubts and concerns over the decision a number of others expressed the view that they now 

understand and support the decision taken. On behalf of the Board I undertook to keep all suggestions 

under review and to consider any alternative solution which may be put by Members. In the meantime, 

however, planning will proceed on the basis of the proposal provided to Members. 

 I understand that some Members believe that the proposed cart fee is $250 per annum PLUS $4.80. THAT IS NOT 

CORRECT. The fee is $250 per annum and we were only pointing out that this equates to $4.80 per week it is not 

in addition to the annual fee. 

“TOP 10” Facility 

As foreshadowed in Viv’s report we have now met again with Graham Marsh and discussed amongst 

other matters the concept of aiming to have “one of the top 10 Member facilities” in Australia. Graham 

outlined the difficulty of any of the current course ranking systems and also the apparent bias towards 

courses in sand based, hilly and/or ocean fronting courses. Our new site does not necessarily have many 

of those natural attributes though there is sufficient sand for a top soil covering of sand but the base but 

the base will not be sand. In addition there are some natural backdrops and mature tree growths which 

provide the basis for a site with significant natural beauty. 

Graham believes that their design will rank highly on all of the other key ranking requirements in 

particular playability, walkability, memorability and aesthetics. In particular Graham went to great 

length to emphasise that in his designs he was keenly aware of the age and handicap profile of our club 

and the need to make sure that whilst the courses would reward shot making by players in all handicap 

groups there was absolutely no intention to make it a “penal” course! (I.e. a course where around every 

corner was a new obstacle which would compound an initial error and remove the “fun” in playing the 

course). (Those Members who have expressed concerns that “Top 10” equates with gimmicks and degree of 

difficulty – including long carries to fairways- should be assured from Graham’s comments that he has no intention 

to go down this track!). 

Graham further emphasized his intention to differentiate the two courses with different styles and 

features on each course so that Members will have a different experience when playing each of the 

courses. 

Finally it was pointed out that it is not the course alone that leads to a high facility ranking with the 

Clubhouse precinct, the practice and teaching facilities, the Pro Shop features and above all the high 

standard of maintenance all combining to make the facility somewhere you want to go to play golf 

because YOU (our Members) rank it highly. 

  GRASS TRIALS 

Prior to the aforementioned meeting we were able to share with the Marsh team the work which Pat 

Pauli is doing to identify the right grass for our new location. The team was full of praise for the work 

being done and the professionalism with which Pat and his team are addressing the process. Graham 

Marsh suggested one additional grass be added to the trial and was delighted that the grasses selected 

included his favourite “Mini Verdi”. 
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